
Dear Friends and Supporters,                                                       

One of my great joys has been working on behalf of the talented students and 
teachers of the Urban Youth Harp Ensemble.

What more can I say that I haven’t already said about the students who 
participate in the Urban Youth Harp Ensemble? They are a gift of an amazing 
group of youngsters poised on the brink of their greatest journey - Life. They are 
remarkable.

And what more can I say about you, the supporters, who have been with us these 
many years and who have made this program possible? I continue to be humbled 
by your generosity and I am so grateful that you are there for our youth. You 
enable us to change lives of bright young people who may never have considered 
mastering such a challenge as the harp.

Partnering with Mr. Don Doran, the Head of School at Charles R. Drew Charter School, has been one of our great 
gifts. He has helped us in so many ways. Working with our talented Artistic Director, Angelica Hairston and Harp 

Instructor, Molly O’Rourke has been another gift that I cherish.

I have seen the students move on to tackle greater challenges without fear. What 
greater gift than seeing students continue to grow and reach for their potential. 
This is the season of giving and I have received much from all the students who 
have come through the Urban Youth Harp Ensemble over the years.

But my challenge is to keep the funds flowing. That’s where your gifts come in. 
I can’t thank you enough for helping us to reach our goal with the Power2Give 
program. The President of the Board of Directors, together with the rest of the 
Board, and I will be calling on you in the future. We ask that you enlist the help 

of your friends as we continue to sustain and grow one of the most unique programs for budding musicians in the 
country.

Happy Holidays!

Roselyn Lewis
Executive Director, Co-Founder
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Student Corner Featuring Sage Harrison
The Urban Youth Harp Ensemble provides a platform for budding musicians to find their instrument and 
answer their calling. One such young lady is Sage Harrison.

Sage Harrison was introduced to the harp when she was in the 
third grade at an elementary school performance. “It sounded 
really nice and the glissandos were cool.” (For those of us who 
don’t know, a glissando is the continuous slide upwards or 
downwards between two notes.)

At age 12, Sage, a native of Baltimore, Maryland, is hooked 
on playing the harp, an instrument that has challenged many 
would-be harpists. Sage is not that musician who gives up! She 
has shown extraordinary talent and most of all, perseverance, 

continuing to master an instrument that is almost twice her size.

Recently, Sage tried out for the competitive Talent Development Department of the Atlanta Symphony 
Orchestra and was selected to become a part of the challenging, prestigious group. When asked about her 
preparation for her audition, she responded, “Ms. O’Roark helped me prepare for the auditions with free 
private lessons and loaning me a lever harp so that I could practice at home. I did a mock audition in front of 
the high school class which was very helpful as they gave me feedback…I was very nervous.”

Like any talented musician determined to excel, Sage is disciplined. She takes private lessons from Mrs. 
Elisabeth Remy Johnson and gets up each day at 5:30 A.M. 
to “get in an hour of practice before going to school.” In all, 
Sage practices ten hours a week as she prepares on her journey 
to becoming an accomplished harpist with plans to enter The 
Juilliard School at the Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts in 
Manhattan, New York when she finishes high school.
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Members of the UYHE Board of Directors - A Few Facts, Please
• We are in awe of our board member who is professor of harp in the 
Hugh Hodgson School of Music at the University of Georgia, where she 
also currently instructs an UYHE alum.

• Three of the members of the board of directors attended Hampton 
University.

• One member was an accounting officer at the CDC for 30 years.

• Acting has become a passion for one of the members of the board.

• One of the members of the board of directors is a leading philanthropist 
in Metro Atlanta.

• The Associate Dean of Men of Morehouse College is a member of the board.

Each member brings an array of talents pooled together for the success of the Urban Youth Harp Ensemble. Working 
with the co-founder/executive director, they make up the “The Talented Few” who help to sustain one of the most unique 
organizations in the United States for young musicians.
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Patricia Terry-Ross - Harpist Extraordinaire
Nationally acclaimed harpist Patricia Terry-Ross will provide a master 
class for our young harpists March 14th and 15th. She has been invited 
to meet our students because it is important for budding musicians to 
meet those who have successfully met the challenges of the profession 
and who can help guide them through their harp studies.

Ms. Terry-Ross began her harp career while a student at Cass Technical 
High School in Detroit, Michigan. She is now an adjunct associate 
professor of harp and choral at Wayne State University and has been 
principal harpist for the Michigan Opera Theatre for more than 40 years. 
During her storied career, she’s also performed alongside music icons 
such as Luciano Pavarotti, Sammy Davis Jr. and Johnny Mathis. She was 
the 2017 recipient of the prestigious Kresge Foundation Eminent Artist 
Award. We are pleased to welcome Pat Terry-Ross.
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The Pierians Incorporated                Founded in 1958 . National Office Established in 1982 
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Harps!Harps! Harps! Watch Us Grow 
Power2Give Campaign Donors 
THANK YOU!


